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Like to learn more about greyhound racing?    What's it all about?   Why do greyhounds do what they do?   Where did they come from?   How do they race?   What should you look for at the race track?   How do you make selections?   How do you bet?    It's all here.   Keep this 30,000-word book in your computer or, if you like, print out the 64 A4 pages.

Bruce Teague, a well-known greyhound analyst and writer for several Australian greyhound publications, has prepared Greyhound Racing for Fun and Profit.    In his regular business selling computer rating programs, he gets many requests from new customers to explain what greyhound racing is all about.   This book answers those questions.  See the contents page below.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Distances have become short for a huge group of greyhound followers - the tens of thousands of fans watching SKY Channel or PayTV broadcasts around Australia.  Or even our new overseas race-watchers in New Zealand, Asia and the Americas.  Some of these people are new to the sport or new to betting, particularly on greyhound races.  They ask many questions.   What is it all about?   How do you judge a greyhound?  What sort of track is this? You will find some answers to these questions in the major part of the book.

Greyhound Racing for Fun and Profit  is designed to bring you the basic principles of greyhound racing and to give you a guide to better ways of investing your recreational dollars.   What should you look for in a racing greyhound?   Which sort of track or race distance is best, and why?  We have tried to keep it fairly straightforward and we recommend that anyone wishing to study greyhound racing or betting in more depth should make use of some of the books listed in the References. Or, better still, watch a lot of races.

While greyhound racing can be analysed very scientifically, it is strange that few people actually do so.  Race times, down to one hundredth of a second, are the foundation stones of greyhound performance assessment, followed in importance by the value of the starting box assigned to each dog.  But they are just the basics of successful greyhound betting.    Many people closely involved in the sport have their own strong opinions about how to pick winners, perhaps bringing a lifetime of experience to bear, yet they may still not identify accurately the true value of their dog’s chances.  Perhaps the first truism of greyhound racing is that the fastest dog often does not win the race. This offers an enormous opportunity for others to obtain a value bet.    

We look first at the quite fascinating development of the Greyhound breed. Your local or regional libraries probably have a wealth of additional information on this subject.  A few of those libraries may also contain books about mechanical lure racing, as it is traditionally termed, or about breeding and training techniques.  Although most of these books are well out of print, some of the principles will always be valid.  Chapter 3 summarises the development of racing in Australia, but check the references for more details.

Chapter 4 looks at the great variety of track types around Australia, each of which has been lovingly nurtured by a group of local enthusiasts, usually owners and trainers from the region, and which broadly conform to certain minimum standards monitored by the various State authorities and their Stewards.

In Chapter 5 we give you a “feel” for the essential elements of the racing greyhound and how it reacts to the environment at each track.   Each dog is very much an individual and has its own habits which the careful observer can identify.    Sometimes you will even gain meaningful impressions about a how a dog races from data shown in formguides.   Chapter 6 and 7 address the meat of the exercise - the range of actual betting choices open to you, how you might make use of them, and using formguides.   Chapter 8 makes brief mention of the ancient sport of coursing in its modern-day form. Chapter 9 finishes off the main part of the book with a quick reference checklist.

All this still leaves one other group of fans unattended.  If you are really interested in becoming an owner, or perhaps an owner-trainer, like many thousands in Australia and New Zealand, this book will certainly give you an insight into one aspect of greyhound racing.   But you should first talk to the nearest raceclub Secretary.  He will be in a position to put you in touch with people that really understand that side of the business, and who can help you directly.  All clubs have regular social and business meetings and will welcome newcomers.  In the meantime, some of the References at the end of this book will offer useful reading for you.

Incidentally, in the last paragraph, as well as in the rest of the book, we said “he”, denoting the masculine gender. Greyhound racing has some characteristics in common with many primary industries.   In practice, it is very much a family business.  This means a great many women are closely involved with greyhound racing in raceclubs, or as owners and trainers, or even as members of State authorities. And half the racing stock are females, too. But, to make things easy the words “he” or “dog”are generally used.  Please regard them generically.

As for chasing that elusive winner - it is the reader’s choice as to whether he wants only to have a little fun at the end of the week, or to spend more time studying the finer points of racing.  But the usual rule is that the harder you work, the luckier you will get.  It is all up to you.
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